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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


Subject:     "Cut  Flowers  for  the  Home."    Prepared  by  W.  R.  Beattie,  Bureau  of 
Plant  Industry,  U.  S.  D.  A. 
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Just  as  I  promised  you,   I  called  on  W.  H.  B.,  the  garden  adviser,  yeaterday 
afternoon.     I  found  him  sifting  dark  colored  soil  into  shallow  boxes,  in  which 
he  was  planting  seeds. 

"What  are  you  planting  in  those  boxes?"  I  asked. 

"Thought  you'd  want  to  know  that,"  said  W.  R.  B.     "You  are  a  most  inquisitive 
person,  Aunt  Sammy.     I'm  planting  Mrs.  B. 's  summer  garden.     She  always  wants 
lots  of  cut  flowers  in  the  house,   in  the  summer  time  —  so  we  plant  about  a 
dozen  different  kinds". 

"A  dozen!"  I  said.     "That's  a  lot,  W.  R.  B.    Will  you  plant  them  out  in  front, 
in  the  regular  flower  garden? 11 

"ITo;  these  will  be  planted  back  of  the  vegetables  —  so  we'll  feel  free  to  cut 
all  the  flowers  we  waat.     First,  we  will  plant  a  double  row  of  cosmos,  along 
the  back  fence.    Mrs.  B.  likes  to  have  an  old-fashioned  pitcher  of  cosmos,  on 
the  hearth  —  they  brighten  up  the  house  —  make  it  seem  more  like  a  real  home. 
Just  in  front  of  the  space  for  the  cosmos,  we  have  already  planted  a  row  of 
sweet  peas.     They'll  be  up  in  a  few  days.     I'm  saving  space  for  trans- 
planting the  flowers  I'm  sowing  today;  also  for  nasturtiums,  and  other  annuals 
that  will  be  planted  later,  right  in  the  garden." 

"How  about  bulbs  for  cut  flowers?"    I  asked. 

"Let  me  show  you,"  said  my  friend,  leading  the  way  to  the  back  of  his  garden 
he  pointed  to  a  large  bed  of  daffodils  or  narcissus  just  peeping  through  the 
ground. 

"Here."  said  he,"  is  your  answer.     This  bed  has  been  here  for  several  years. 
Each  year  we  cut  great  bunches  of  flowers  from  it,  for  the  house,  and  to  give 
to  neighbors.    We  are  careful,  however,  to  leave  all  of  the  foliage,  because 
the  bulbs  depend  upon  it  for  their  growth,  and  reserve  energy  for  next  season. 
Zvery  year  we  fertilize  the  bed,  and  keep  it  free  from  weeds.     We  have  not 
disturbed  the  bulbs  for  several  years.     I  know  of  one  bed  of  daffodils  which 
has  produced  flowers  for  over  30  years,  and  I'm  told  that  there  are  beds  which 
have  been  in  existence  for  more  than  100  years.     If  left  too  long,  of  course 
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they  will  become  very  thick,  and  crowd  each  other.    Paper  white  narcissus  is 
"better  than  daffodils  for  the  South.     The  bulbs  should  always  be  planted  in  the 
fall,  or  early  winter.  "Pretty  soon  we  will  plant  gladiolus  bulbs  in  our  cut 
flower  garden.     Glads,  as  they  are  called,  make  excellent  flowers  for  the  house, 
because  they  last  so  long.     If  you  cut  the  spikes  just  when  the  first  blossom 
is  partly  open,  the  buds  will  go  on  unfolding;  a  single  spike  has  been  known 
to  go  on  blooming  for  two  weeks,   in  the  house.    By  making  two  or  three  plantings 
of  glads,  you  can  have  the  flowers  from  about  midsummer,  until  frost  kills  them.  1 

"Along  the  fence  here, is  a  bed  of  German  iris.     I  planted  them  about  three 
years  ago,  and  they  will  soon  need  dividing.     They  give  us  a  wonderful  supply 
of  flowers,  and  such  a  variety  of  color.    You  must  see  this  border,  when  the 
iris  come  into  bloom.    Then  we  have  several  varieties  of  Japanese  iris,  in 
the  regular  flower  border  along  the  lawn. 

"Don't  you  have  annual  flowering  plants,  those  you  grow  in  one  season,  from 
seed?"  I  asked.       "I  want  to  know  about  nasturtiums,  particularly.     Do  you 
plant  those?" 

"Every  year.     I  plant  the  seed  ig  a  shallow  furrow,  across  the  garden,  and 
cover  them  about  an  inch  deep.    The  tall  nasturtiums  require  wire  netting  cr 
brush  to  climb  on,  but  the  dwarf  varieties  do  not  need  supports.  When 
nasturtiums  start  blooming,  you  can  cut  the  flowers  freely;   in  fact,  the  more 
flowers  you  cut,  the  more  you'll  have.    Nasturtiums  are  like  sweet  peas  in 
that  respect.     For  real  artistic  effect,  nasturtiums  should  be  displayed  in  a 
low  jardinaere,  or  bowl,  with  plenty  of  their  own  leaves  mixed  with  the 
blossoms.    They  won't  look  pretty,  made  up  into  a  tight  cabbage  head." 

"The  cornflower ,  also  known  as  bachelor's  button,   is  perhaps  the  best  of  the 
clear  blue  flowers  of  our  gardens.     It  is  easily  grown  from  seed,   in  fact, 
almost  too  easily.     If  you  don't  watch  out,  it  will  self  sow,  and  become  a 
weed. 

"Larkspur  is  especially  valuable  because  of  its  rich  blues;  blue  is  a  compara- 
tively rare  color,  among  our  cultivated  flowers. 

"Do  you  remember  the  bouquets  of  sxrawf lowers ,  everlasting  flowers,  or  immortals . 
as  they  were  called  in  our  grandmothers'  day?    We  used  to  have  great  bunches  of 
them  in  vases,  on  the  parlor  mantel.    Well,  strawf lowers  have  come  back;  they 
are  quite  popular  now,  especially  as  winter  decorations.    Strasrf lower s  are  easy 
to  grow,  and  in  mild  climates  the  seed  can  be  sown  outdoors.     In  the  north,  it 
is  best  to  start  them  under  glass,  or  in  the  house,  and  then  transplant  them. 

"Then  there  are  the  China  asters  —  wonderful  flowers  if  you  live  where  they  can 
be  grown  successfully.     I'm  going  to  sow  some  China  aster  seed  today.  There's 
a  great  variety  of  color  in  these  flowers,  especially  in  the  more  delicate  shades 
of  lavender  and  purple." 

"What  about  marigolds?"  I  asked.  "They're  such  bold,  independent  little  flowers — 
and  so  easy  to  grow." 
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^Marigolds  are  easy  to  grow,"  said  W.  R.  3.,   "and  fine  for  cut  flowers,  too, 
although  I  don't  like  the  rather  strong  odor  of  their  leaves.    There  are  two 
forms  of  marigolds  —  the  African  marigold  and  the  French.    The  African  is  the 
taller  of  the  two. 

"I  mustn't  forget  snapdragons  —  they  are  excellent  for  cut  flowers.    The  snap- 
dragon is  a  perennial,  "but  blossoms  the  first  year  from  seed;   in  fact,  the  seed 
can"  be  sown  in  the  open  ground,  as  soon  as  danger  of  frost  is  past.    The  plants 
will  bloom  in  about  10  weeks.     For  early  flowers,  the  seeds  should  he  sown 
indoors,  and  the  plants  transplanted.     The  flowers  range  in  color  from  white  to 
yellow  and  scarlet. 

"Ageratum,  while  grown  mainly  as  a  border  plant,  is  excellent  for  cut  flowers, 
and  keeps  almost  indefinitely,   in  water.     The  plants  are  easy  to  grow,  and 
the  bushy  blue  flowers,  with  short  stems,  are  especially  attractive  when  you 
want  a  low  centerpiece  for  the  table. 

"Old-fashioned  pinks  should  have  a  place  in  every  home,  flower  garden.    Most  of 
them  are  hardy  perennials  that  bldom  the  first  year  from  seed.    They  will  hold 
over  and  bloom  the  following  year,  if  the  plants  are  given  protection  in  cold 
climates.    Watch  out,  Annt  Sammy,  Scotty  is  running  in  your  direction." 

A  blustery  young  airedale  stopped  midway  in  the  garden  path,  cocked  his  head 
on  one  side  and  looked  at  us  as  if  to  say:   "What  J  Do  you  think  I'd  interrupt 
your  conversation?    Not  for  worlds,  my  dear  sir  and  madam! "    And  he  bolted  off 
for  a  romp  with  Patty,  the  youngest  member  of  W.  R.  B.'s  household. 

W.  R.  3.  told  me  he  had  mentioned  only  about  half  of  the  garden  flowers  which 
are  suitable  for  cutting.    Some  time  soon  I'll  get  him  to  talk  to  us  again. 

Monday:   "How  the  Milk  Supply  Is  graded. " 
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